
Marvin Spencer

The Brien McMahon boys basketball program has certainly pro-
duced its share of outstanding players over the last five decades 
But it all began with Marvin Spencer. As the Senators’ first 

great player, he set the standard.
In fact, his three-year career on Highland Avenue is still the standard 

all other players who have worn the red, white, and blue uniform are mea-
sured against. The sharp-shooting guard is still McMahon’s all-time lead-
ing scorer with 1,454 career points, a record that has stood for 48 years 
since he drained his last jump shot in 1967.

And until last season, he was second on the city’s all-time scoring list 
behind only Calvin Murphy, the future Basketball Hall of Famer who 
played at Norwalk High. 

Spencer gave a hint of things to come when he averaged 19.1 points as 
a sophomore. As a junior, he became McMahon’s first All-FCIAC and all-

state player, registering 24.4 points a contest, which was fourth best in New England. 
Murphy, a senior that season, led NHS to a 23-1 record and its first state championship. Their only loss? 

A 72-68 setback to city-rival McMahon, who were led by Spencer’s 26 points.
The following season, with Murphy at college, Spencer became the new king of New England basketball, 

leading the region in scoring with 30.8 points. He also set a new single-game school record with 49 points 
against Greenwich, another mark that still stands today. 

Spencer was a perfect 23-for-23 from the foul line that night — yet another school record — and his 45 
consecutive free throws made set a state record.

By the time his career ended, Marvin Spencer held 15 Brien McMahon records, including his 24.6 career 
scoring average, which is still the best in school history.

Tom Scarso

When it came to athletics at Norwalk High School, Tom Scarso did 
it all, first as an athlete and then as a coach. And between the two, 
he left his mark on five different sports.

Known as ‘Iron Horse’ during his playing days, Scarso was a standout foot-
ball and baseball player for NHS in the mid-1930s. The power-hitting catcher 
hit some towering shots that people who saw him play still talk about. 

Like the one he belted over the fence at what is now Malmquist Field behind 
City Hall that landed on a bank by the houses across the street. Meanwhile, on 
the gridiron, he was a rock whose toughness belied his soft-spoken demeanor 
off the field.

Scarso would return to his alma mater in the ‘40s as a Phys Ed teacher 
to coach three other sports: soccer, hockey, and track and field. It was on the 
soccer field where he enjoyed his most success, guiding Norwalk to the 1954 
County Conference championship and to the state finals in ’56. 

His proudest moment, however, came 10 years later when Scarso coached Norwalk to the 1966 Class L 
state championship (at the time the largest division) with a 1-0 win over Wethersfield.

Four years later, he led the Bears to the 1970 Eastern Division title and a berth in their first-ever FCIAC 
final. But on the Fourth of July 1974, Tom Scarso passed away suddenly. He was only 55 years old.

The legacy he left behind, however, was not forgotten. Scarso was inducted posthumously into the Con-
necticut High School Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1992, his plaque and picture proudly displayed 
at UConn’s Rentschler Field.

Another plaque bearing his name hangs right outside the Thomas B. Scarso Gymnasium at Norwalk High 
School, which honors his memory.

And in 2012, the FCIAC inducted one of the league’s original coaches into its Hall of Fame posthumously.


